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§576.103

families with children, unaccompanied
youth, disabled individuals, or victims
of domestic violence) or serves home-
less persons in the same area where the
recipient or subrecipient originally
provided the services or shelter.

(d) Maintenance of effort. The mainte-
nance of effort requirements under
§576.101(c), which apply to the use of
ESG funds for essential services related
to street outreach, also apply for the
use of such funds for essential services
related to emergency shelter.

§576.103 Homelessness
component.

ESG funds may be used to provide
housing relocation and stabilization
services and short- and/or medium-
term rental assistance necessary to
prevent an individual or family from
moving into an emergency shelter or
another place described in paragraph
(1) of the ‘‘homeless’ definition in
§576.2. This assistance, referred to as
homelessness prevention, may be pro-
vided to individuals and families who
meet the criteria under the ‘‘at risk of
homelessness’ definition, or who meet
the criteria in paragraph (2), (3), or (4)
of the ‘‘homeless’ definition in §576.2
and have an annual income below 30
percent of median family income for
the area, as determined by HUD. The
costs of homelessness prevention are
only eligible to the extent that the as-
sistance is necessary to help the pro-
gram participant regain stability in
the program participant’s current per-
manent housing or move into other
permanent housing and achieve sta-
bility in that housing. Homelessness
prevention must be provided in accord-
ance with the housing relocation and
stabilization services requirements in
§576.105, the short-term and medium-
term rental assistance requirements in
§576.106, and the written standards and
procedures established under §576.400.

prevention

§576.104 Rapid re-housing assistance
component.

ESG funds may be used to provide
housing relocation and stabilization
services and short- and/or medium-
term rental assistance as necessary to
help a homeless individual or family
move as quickly as possible into per-
manent housing and achieve stability
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in that housing. This assistance, re-
ferred to as rapid re-housing assist-
ance, may be provided to program par-
ticipants who meet the criteria under
paragraph (1) of the ‘“homeless’ defini-
tion in §576.2 or who meet the criteria
under paragraph (4) of the ‘‘homeless”
definition and live in an emergency
shelter or other place described in
paragraph (1) of the ‘“homeless’ defini-
tion. The rapid re-housing assistance
must be provided in accordance with
the housing relocation and stabiliza-
tion services requirements in §576.105,
the short- and medium-term rental as-
sistance requirements in §576.106, and
the written standards and procedures
established under §576.400.

§576.105 Housing relocation and sta-
bilization services.

(a) Financial assistance costs. Subject
to the general conditions under §576.103
and §576.104, ESG funds may be used to
pay housing owners, utility companies,
and other third parties for the fol-
lowing costs:

(1) Rental application fees. ESG funds
may pay for the rental housing applica-
tion fee that is charged by the owner to
all applicants.

(2) Security deposits. ESG funds may
pay for a security deposit that is equal
to no more than 2 months’ rent.

(3) Last month’s rent. If necessary to
obtain housing for a program partici-
pant, the last month’s rent may be
paid from ESG funds to the owner of
that housing at the time the owner is
paid the security deposit and the first
month’s rent. This assistance must not
exceed one month’s rent and must be
included in calculating the program
participant’s total rental assistance,
which cannot exceed 24 months during
any 3-year period.

(4) Utility deposits. ESG funds may
pay for a standard utility deposit re-
quired by the utility company for all
customers for the utilities listed in
paragraph (5) of this section.

(b) Utility payments. ESG funds may
pay for up to 24 months of utility pay-
ments per program participant, per
service, including up to 6 months of
utility payments in arrears, per serv-
ice. A partial payment of a utility bill
counts as one month. This assistance
may only be provided if the program
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participant or a member of the same
household has an account in his or her
name with a utility company or proof
of responsibility to make utility pay-
ments. Eligible utility services are gas,
electric, water, and sewage. No pro-
gram participant shall receive more
than 24 months of utility assistance
within any 3-year period.

(6) Moving costs. ESG funds may pay
for moving costs, such as truck rental
or hiring a moving company. This as-
sistance may include payment of tem-
porary storage fees for up to 3 months,
provided that the fees are accrued after
the date the program participant be-
gins receiving assistance under para-
graph (b) of this section and before the
program participant moves into perma-
nent housing. Payment of temporary
storage fees in arrears is not eligible.

(b) Services costs. Subject to the gen-
eral restrictions under §576.103 and
§576.104, ESG funds may be used to pay
the costs of providing the following
services:

(1) Housing search and placement.
Services or activities necessary to as-
sist program participants in locating,
obtaining, and retaining suitable per-
manent housing, include the following:

(i) Assessment of housing barriers,
needs, and preferences;

(ii) Development of an action plan for
locating housing;

(iii) Housing search;

(iv) Outreach to and negotiation with
owners;

(v) Assistance with submitting rental
applications and understanding leases;

(vi) Assessment of housing for com-
pliance with Emergency Solutions
Grant (ESG) requirements for habit-
ability, lead-based paint, and rent rea-
sonableness;

(vii) Assistance with obtaining utili-
ties and making moving arrangements;
and

(viii) Tenant counseling.

(2) Housing stability case management.
ESG funds may be used to pay cost of
assessing, arranging, coordinating, and
monitoring the delivery of individual-
ized services to facilitate housing sta-
bility for a program participant who
resides in permanent housing or to as-
sist a program participant in over-
coming immediate barriers to obtain-
ing housing. This assistance cannot ex-

§576.105

ceed 30 days during the period the pro-
gram participant is seeking permanent
housing and cannot exceed 24 months
during the period the program partici-
pant is living in permanent housing.
Component services and activities con-
sist of:

(A) Using the centralized or coordi-
nated assessment system as required
under §576.400(d), to evaluate individ-
uals and families applying for or re-
ceiving homelessness prevention or
rapid re-housing assistance;

(B) Conducting the initial evaluation
required under §576.401(a), including
verifying and documenting eligibility,
for individuals and families applying
for homelessness prevention or rapid
re-housing assistance;

(C) Counseling;

(D) Developing, securing, and coordi-
nating services and obtaining Federal,
State, and local benefits;

(E) Monitoring and evaluating pro-
gram participant progress;

(F) Providing information and refer-
rals to other providers;

(G) Developing an individualized
housing and service plan, including
planning a path to permanent housing
stability; and

(H) Conducting re-evaluations re-
quired under §576.401(b).

(3) Mediation. ESG funds may pay for
mediation between the program partic-
ipant and the owner or person(s) with
whom the program participant is liv-
ing, provided that the mediation is nec-
essary to prevent the program partici-
pant from losing permanent housing in
which the program participant cur-
rently resides.

(4) Legal services. ESG funds may pay
for legal services, as set forth in
§576.102(a)(1)(vi), except that the eligi-
ble subject matters also include land-
lord/tenant matters, and the services
must be necessary to resolve a legal
problem that prohibits the program
participant from obtaining permanent
housing or will likely result in the pro-
gram participant losing the permanent
housing in which the program partici-
pant currently resides.

(5) Credit repair. ESG funds may pay
for credit counseling and other services
necessary to assist program partici-
pants with critical skills related to
household budgeting, managing money,
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§576.106

accessing a free personal credit report,
and resolving personal credit problems.
This assistance does not include the
payment or modification of a debt.

(¢) Mazximum amounts and periods of
assistance. The recipient may set a
maximum dollar amount that a pro-
gram participant may receive for each
type of financial assistance under para-
graph (a) of this section. The recipient
may also set a maximum period for
which a program participant may re-
ceive any of the types of assistance or
services under this section. However,
except for housing stability case man-
agement, the total period for which
any program participant may receive
the services under paragraph (b) of this
section must not exceed 24 months dur-
ing any 3-year period. The limits on
the assistance under this section apply
to the total assistance an individual re-
ceives, either as an individual or as
part of a family.

(d) Use with other subsidies. Financial
assistance under paragraph (a) of this
section cannot be provided to a pro-
gram participant who is receiving the
same type of assistance through other
public sources or to a program partici-
pant who has been provided with re-
placement housing payments under the
URA, during the period of time covered
by the URA payments.

§576.106 Short-term and medium-term
rental assistance.

(a) General provisions. Subject to the
general conditions under §576.103 and
§576.104, the recipient or subrecipient
may provide a program participant
with up to 24 months of rental assist-
ance during any 3-year period. This as-
sistance may be short-term rental as-
sistance, medium-term rental assist-
ance, payment of rental arrears, or any
combination of this assistance.

(1) Short-term rental assistance is as-
sistance for up to 3 months of rent.

(2) Medium-term rental assistance is
assistance for more than 3 months but
not more than 24 months of rent.

(3) Payment of rental arrears con-
sists of a one-time payment for up to 6
months of rent in arrears, including
any late fees on those arrears.

(4) Rental assistance may be tenant-
based or project-based, as set forth in
paragraphs (h) and (i) of this section.
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(b) Discretion to set caps and condi-
tions. Subject to the requirements of
this section, the recipient may set a
maximum amount or percentage of
rental assistance that a program par-
ticipant may receive, a maximum num-
ber of months that a program partici-
pant may receive rental assistance, or
a maximum number of times that a
program participant may receive rent-
al assistance. The recipient may also
require program participants to share
in the costs of rent.

(c) Use with other subsidies. Except for
a one-time payment of rental arrears
on the tenant’s portion of the rental
payment, rental assistance cannot be
provided to a program participant who
is receiving tenant-based rental assist-
ance, or living in a housing unit receiv-
ing project-based rental assistance or
operating assistance, through other
public sources. Rental assistance may
not be provided to a program partici-
pant who has been provided with re-
placement housing payments under the
URA during the period of time covered
by the URA payments.

(d) Rent restrictions. (1) Rental assist-
ance cannot be provided unless the rent
does not exceed the Fair Market Rent
established by HUD, as provided under
24 CFR part 888, and complies with
HUD’s standard of rent reasonableness,
as established under 24 CFR 982.507.

(2) For purposes of calculating rent
under this section, the rent shall equal
the sum of the total monthly rent for
the unit, any fees required for occu-
pancy under the lease (other than late
fees and pet fees) and, if the tenant
pays separately for utilities, the
monthly allowance for utilities (ex-
cluding telephone) established by the
public housing authority for the area
in which the housing is located.

(e) Rental assistance agreement. The
recipient or subrecipient may make
rental assistance payments only to an
owner with whom the recipient or sub-
recipient has entered into a rental as-
sistance agreement. The rental assist-
ance agreement must set forth the
terms under which rental assistance
will be provided, including the require-
ments that apply under this section.
The rental assistance agreement must
provide that, during the term of the

232



		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-09-25T14:29:43-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




